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INTERSECTIONS

Image: Hawaiian canoe in the Kamehameha School Library in 
Honolulu, Hawai’i



• “contested 
space 
between the 
two 
knowledge 
systems”

• “a  space of  
poss ib i l i t ies  
as  wel l  as  
constra ints . ”

(Nakata ,  2008)
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Indigenous librarianship 

(Burns, Doyle, Joseph, & Krebs, 2010; 
Makanani, 2011; Roy, 1999, 2002; 

Roy & Hogan, 2010)



9

Information 
Science

Collection

Classification

Storage

Movement

Dissemination

Protection



Indigenous 
Information 

Science, 
centering 

relationality

Collection

Classification

Storage

Movement

Dissemination

Protection

Honor the past

Future generations



Smith, L. T. (2012). Decolonizing 
Methodologies: Research and 

Indigenous Peoples (2nd ed.). Zed 
Books.

p. 121

The Indigenous Research Agenda



Elements of an Indigenous Research Paradigm

Wilson, S. (2008). Research is Ceremony: 
Indigenous Research Methods. Fernwood 

Pub.





BUILDING ON CONVERSATIONS: 
INDIGENOUS SCHOLARS

Relationality: the acknowledgement that 
we all exist in relationship to each other, 
the natural world, ideas, the cosmos, 
objects, ancestors, and future 
generations; and that we are 
accountable to those relationships
(Shawn Wilson, 2008: Cree scholar)

Holism: an Indigenous philosophical 
concept; refers to the interrelatedness 
between the intellectual, spiritual, 
emotional, and physical realms for a 
whole healthy person. The development 
of holism extends to and is mutually 
influenced by one’s family, community, 
band, and nation. (Jo-ann Archibald, 
2008: Stó:lō Nation)

Indigenous ways of knowing: A means of 
creating relationships and knowledge 
(Manulani Aluli Meyer, 2008: Kanaka 
Maoli scholar)

Expressions of Indigenous knowledge: 
the discernable manifestations of 
knowledge (Clara Sue Kidwell, 1993: 
White Earth Chippewa and Choctaw 
scholar)



Nation

Community

Holism: A Context for Indigenous Storywork
(Archibald, 2008)
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PEOPLEHOOD MATRIX 

Tom Holm, Diane J. Pearson, and Ben Chavis ( 2003)
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sandy505@uw.edu

www.SandyLittletree.net

@slittletree

22

AHE’HEE
THANK YOU 


