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The users

Cultural resource managers (200+)
National and local authorities
Professional and independent sector

Museum curators (6000+)
National collections
County collections
Thematic collections
Independent collections



Current standards

MIDAS, the Monument Inventory Data 
Standard

Due for new edition 2005
SPECTRUM

New edition currently in progress

There is a need to share resources between 
the communities and their standards



INSCRIPTION



INSCRIPTION



WordHoard



WordHoard



Problems

Too static
Unstructured content
Difficult to maintain
Duplication of effort



New approach

NKOS standard based descriptions
Web enabled database
Registered editors add and maintain 
descriptions of their own resources
Better searching facilities



Issues

Addition to NKOS metadata
Extent

Machine or human readable (or both)
Editorial control
Mappings as well as primary resources



What makes a ‘good’ KOS?
Relevant coverage
Available in a suitable format

Digital format
License / IPR issues

Actively managed
Compliant to standards 
Interlinked to other KOSs

Metadata needs to convey all of the above
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